the names that apply to the species introduced worldwide should be Scarabaeus dorcas Olivier, 1789, (Fabricius) if it would be valid] was described from Madagascar. The type series of Scarabaeus dorcas could not be found (O. Montreuil, personal communication) and is here considered lost. However, Olivier's description and illustration correspond to a female of the single species of Digitonthophagus occurring in Madagascar that is also distributed from eastern South Africa across the savanna, grassland, or disturbed areas of southeastern Africa northwards to southern Kenya and Uganda, which correspond to the geographical origin of the introduced species. The presence of D. dorcas in Madagascar and the Comoro Islands is most likely due to the accidental introduction of the species through importation of cattle from the east coast of Africa about 1,000 years ago (Rahagalala et al. 2009 ). The widespread occurrence of the species in natural or disturbed open habitat within Madagascar and other areas of introduction (Doube 1991; Noriega et al. 2010 ) may reflect a slight bias to sandy clay loam compared to deep sand (ratio, 70:30) and a strong bias to grassland as opposed to open woodland or shaded habitat (ratio, 75:18:7) (Davis 1996, cited as Digitonthophagus gazella).
After studying Fabrician type material, we concur with previous authors (Gerstaecker 1873; Arrow 1931 ) that the names Scarabaeus catta Fabricius, 1787 and Scarabaeus gazella Fabricius refer to the same exclusively oriental species, with S. catta being the female and S. gazella being the male. Although Gerstaecker (1873) and Arrow (1931) correctly considered S. gazella as a synonym of S. catta based on the principle of priority, it should be noted, here, that prevailing usage will maintain D. dorcas (Olivier) as a synonym of D. gazella (Fabricius) . Therefore, an application has been submitted to the International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature (1999) (case number 3722) to conserve the name Scarabaeus gazella Fabricius for the widely introduced species. A positive ruling is expected, soon, with wide support from the scientific community. To comply with article 82.1 of the International Code of Zoological Nomenclature, prevailing usage of the name D. gazella (Fabricius) must be maintained while the case to conserve the name is under consideration. We invite colleagues to comment on the case. Instructions are at http://iczn.org/content/ instructions-comments.
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